
John Marshall Drake
June 4, 1958 - May 31, 2023

John Marshall Drake, 64, of Frankfort, Kentucky passed away peacefully on
Wednesday, May 31st, 2023, at his home surrounded by family. 

 

John was born on June 4th, 1958 to Robert "Bob" and Eloise Drake in
Somerset, Kentucky. John graduated from Somerset High School in 1976 and
then went on to study Mining & Civil Engineering at the University of Kentucky.
Upon graduation, he pursued a career as a Civil Engineer with the
Commonwealth of Kentucky, and after 40-years of service, he retired from the
Kentucky Department of Parks. Not content to stay at home, his retirement
was short lived and he started working for the Department of Transportation
soon after and continued to work there until his death. 

 

John and Libbie Poindexter were married in 1988. They started their family in
downtown Frankfort before moving to a house he designed in Two Creeks
subdivision. The family always found pleasure in traveling together over the
years, from Spain, to Malaysia, and in their local travel of John’s work trips to
state parks across Kentucky. John especially cherished their annual trips to
Pawley’s Island, South Carolina, a sacred place as his family had vacationed
there for over 60 years. 

 

John was diagnosed with pancreatic cancer in November of 2021. Following
his diagnosis, John decided he wanted to make the most of his time left on



earth. He vacationed at Pawley’s Island one last time. Then, in the fall, he
spent two weeks traveling across northern France and Paris with his children.
Together they walked the beaches of Normandy, visited Impressionist
museums, and took scenic drives through the French countryside. Finally, in
the winter, he became a ‘Paw Paw’to his first grandchild, Miles, who brought
him infinite joy and too many belly naps to count. John had many special
nights on his screened in porch with old friends and family. 

 

John is preceded in death by his parents. He is survived by his wife, Libbie;
his children, Hannah Drake, Megan (Robbie) Gorham, and Palmer Drake; his
grandson, Miles Gorham; and his siblings, Robert Drake, Jim (Lee Ann)
Drake, Nancy (Doug) Starcher; and several nieces and nephews. 

 

John was a member of First United Methodist Church where services will be
held on Wednesday, June 7th, at 211 Washington Street, Frankfort, Kentucky.
Visitation will take place from 1-3 P.M. A memorial service at the church will
follow at 3 P.M., with a reception to follow. In lieu of flowers, the family
requests donations be made to: Bluegrass Care Navigators or First United
Methodist Church of Frankfort.



Previous Events

Celebration of Life Visitation

JUN 7. 1:00 PM - 3:00 PM (ET)

First United Methodist
211 Washington Street
Frankfort, KY 40601
http://www.firstumcfrankfort.com

Celebration of Life

JUN 7. 3:00 PM (ET)

First United Methodist
211 Washington Street
Frankfort, KY 40601
http://www.firstumcfrankfort.com

http://www.firstumcfrankfort.com/
http://www.firstumcfrankfort.com/
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James Day - June 07, 2023 at 04:14 PM

My prayers go out to entire family of John, I can not tell you of all
great times that we had growing up, One fine guy, Thanks for the
great times my buddy, always smiling RIP MY FRIEND.. God
speed...Jimmy Day

June 06, 2023 at 09:26 PM

A <a href="/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4518">Memorial
Tree</a> was planted in honor of John Marshall Drake.

June 06, 2023 at 09:26 PM

Arrive in Style was purchased for the family of
John Marshall Drake.

June 06, 2023 at 04:03 PM

Florist Choice Bouquet was purchased for the
family of John Marshall Drake.

https://www.ljtfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4270&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.ljtfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4270&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.ljtfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4265&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.ljtfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4265&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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June 06, 2023 at 01:26 PM

Beautiful Heart Bouquet was purchased for the
family of John Marshall Drake.

June 05, 2023 at 03:41 PM

Serene Retreat was purchased for the family of
John Marshall Drake.

William D Hatcher III - June 03, 2023 at 04:27 PM

My sincere condolences to you all, Robert and Jimmy and the rest
of the family. I worked with John while he was with the Department
of Parks in Frankfort on a couple of occasions. Prayers. 

 Butch Hatcher

David L Williams - June 03, 2023 at 03:40 PM

John was crucial in the development of All aspects of Dale Hollow
State Park Lodge and Golf Course. It is my intent to request the
Dept of Parks to płace a marker on the grounds in recognition of his
tallent and cotributions.

https://www.ljtfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4370&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.ljtfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4370&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.ljtfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1476&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.ljtfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1476&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Libbie Drake - June 03, 2023 at 08:46 PM

John was so proud of the golf courses, especially Dale Hollow. I really
enjoy hearing people praise the course not knowing the connection.

June 03, 2023 at 01:44 PM

Medium Dish Garden was purchased for the
family of John Marshall Drake.

Ann Montague Perkins - June 01, 2023 at 01:14 PM

John was a pleasure to work with. Prayer for peace and comfort
during this difficult time. Ann M. Perkins

https://www.ljtfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1415&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.ljtfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1415&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

