
Betty John "BJ" Sharpe
September 11, 1928 - February 8, 2023

Betty John Ford Sharpe, known by all her friends as BJ, passed away
Wednesday at the age of 94. Born in Thruston, KY, she was the beloved
daughter of Ernest M. and Irene S. Ford. 

 She graduated from Daviess County High School, where she carried and
played the bass drum. She attended WKU and transferred to UK (a forever
Wildcat fan), where she met her future husband Rex T. Sharpe, Jr. of
Somerset, KY. They were married in 1948. BJ and Rex lived in Somerset,
where they raised their children Debbe (Tom) Dedman, Becke (Steve)
McGaughey and Tommy Sharpe. She was dearly known as MeMaw to Jake
(Ali) Heustis, Nolan (Lauren) McGaughey, Cole Sharpe, Stephanie (Andrew)
Bowker, Brad (Kristin Gonzalez) McGaughey, Anne Dedman Delahanty, Liz
Dedman (Brent Walz) and Janet Buckman (Michael). She was also a great-
grandmother to Wilder Rex Heustis, Boone Ford McGaughey, Ziggy Sterling
McGaughey, Townes Bowker, Katie and Sam Watkins, Amelia and Haller
Walz, and Alex Buckman. She loved her grands to the moon and attended
many football, basketball, and baseball games, along with many art shows
and loud rock concerts. 

 BJ and Rex moved to Lexington in 1986 where she worked at the Parent-
Teacher Store, never meeting a stranger. After Rex passed away in 1993 she
moved to Frankfort where her daughter Becke lived. BJ loved the world of
politics and enjoyed working for many years for the Legislative Research
Commission where she retired in 2014 at the age of 85. She was a member of



First Baptist Church, Somerset, and Immanuel Baptist Church, Frankfort.
Mom was gifted a beautiful soprano voice and sang many solos in her choir
and community choruses. She always lamented she was never a bride’s-
maid, but always the one asked to sing. 

 She was preceded in death by her parents, husband and two brothers
Senator Wendell H. Ford and Reyburn W. Ford and his wife Dorothy (Dot);
also Charlie Bob Sharpe and wife Louise; Jim Sharpe and wife Mary Jo
Sharpe; and Jody Sharpe. She is survived by sister-in-law Jean Ford, brother-
in-law Bill Sharpe and many nieces and nephews. 

 BJ was always a bright spot and was known for her sweet smile. A fun-loving
and true friend, Mom and Memaw, she leaves behind many who loved her.
We would especially like to thank the staff of Dominion Senior Living of
Frankfort for their fondness and respect of Mom and for keeping her safe, and
to Maryanna and Yvonne for their visits and gift of laughter. 

 Private family services are being planned. BJ can be memorialized with a
donation to Bluegrass Care Navigators of Frankfort, 643 Teton Trail, Frankfort,
KY 40601 or a charity of the donor’s choice. LeCompte Johnson Taylor is
handling arrangements.
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Jamie Kay - February 14, 2023 at 11:36 AM

Jamie Kay lit a candle in memory of Betty
John "BJ" Sharpe
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Jamie Kay - February 14, 2023 at 12:11 PM

I am blessed to have worked with BJ for many years at the Legislative
Research Commission, but I am even more blessed to have known her
as a dear friend. We worked many long hours and late nights during
those legislative sessions. She truly was amazing...she never showed
fatigue during those late nights and she came back the next morning
just as "put together" as the day before and ready to do it all over
again...such a shining example for all of us! More importantly, she was
the warmest, most authentic person I have ever known. She had it
all...charm, grace, and grit. I join with her family and everyone who
knew and loved her, in celebrating her life...a life well-lived! Much love,
Jamie Kay

Jennifer Noran - February 09, 2023 at 03:11 PM

Ms. Sharpe always had a smile for me. I enjoyed seeing her at work
and she was one of those people that make work fun.

yvonne - February 09, 2023 at 02:11 PM

BJ has been my dear friend for over 25+ years. We had a lot of fun
and I will always have very special memories of her. I miss her.
Yvonne
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Garnett W. Thurman, Jr. - February 09, 2023 at 10:58 AM

Met Ms. BJ Sharpe when I started working for LRC in 1997. No
longer there but would sometimes see her through the years at the
Capitol Annex. Such a nice lady and always willing to pitch in and
get the work done as part of the staff of the Legislative Research
Commission. Prayers for her many family members and friends. 

 Garnett Thurman, Jr.

Denise Burke - February 08, 2023 at 07:03 PM

What a lovely lady that will be truly missed, I
met BJ 29 years ago when we moved onto
Woodgate drive and we lived in a triplex next
to her. What a great neighbor she was, so
sweet. My daughter was just turning one. I
ran into over the years and chatted with her. Wow, I can’t believe
she never told me she was from Somerset as my daughters
Grandparents lived there too. Prayers to her family.


